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honesty and disinterestedness and intelligence should be
so conspicuous that no one could question their motives.
He chose as the three trustees Grover Cleveland; in many
ways the foremost American citizen, Morgan J. O'Brien,
the presiding judge of the Appellate Division of the Su-
preme Court of New York, and George Westinghouse.
George Westinghouse had no personal relations with Mr.
Ryan, and was chosen solely because of his reputation for
honesty, fair dealing, and unselfishness, which was of course
true of the others. The appointment of these gentlemen
was broached in an identical letter dated June 9, 1905,
addressed to Messrs. Cleveland, O'Brien, and Westing-
house, an extract from which follows:

I have purchased this block of stock and propose to put
it into the hands of a board of trustees having no connec-
tion with Wall Street, with power to vote it for the elec-
tion of directors, as to twenty-eight of the fifty-two direc-
tors in accordance with the instructions of the policy-
holders of the Society, and as to the remaining twenty-four
directors in accordance with the uncontrolled judgment of
the trustees. This division of twenty-eight and twenty-
four is in accordance with a plan of giving substantial con-
trol to policyholders already approved by the Superin-
tendent of Insurance.

I beg you to act as one of this board with other gentle-
men, who shall be of a character entirely satisfactory to
you.

I would not venture to ask this of you on any personal
grounds; but to restore this great trust, affecting so many
people of slender means, to soundness and public confidence
would certainly be a great public service, and this view
emboldens me to make the request.
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Mr. Cleveland's answer so well expresses the feeling of
the three trustees that an extract from it is given;